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Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 
held on 4 November 2021 

Village Hall at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
In attendance: R Berthoud, Parish Clerk, Mr T Southam 

 
21/57   Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
  Cllr Berthoud, prior engagement. 
  
21/58  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda  
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
21/59  Minutes 

To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting held on 
23 September 2021 as an accurate record of the proceedings. 
Resolved that the minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  Unanimously agreed. 

 
21/60  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes) None 
 
21/61  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
It was agreed that, if possible, the Christmas lights should be lit and 
villagers could attend in a Covid safe way.  No catering to be provided but 
attendees could bring their own drinks.  Action: The Chairman will check 
whether the lights are still in working order. 

b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
Bridget Hitchcock, Chair of the Village Hall Committee, has resigned.  
Michael Hutchins acting as interim Chair. 

c) Playground – Cllr Balaam 
A working party to be organised to distribute woodchip to the paths in 
the woodland walk.  Date and time agreed as Monday 8 November at 
11.30.  Action: Chairman to post a notice on Facebook. 

d) Footpaths and Common Land  
1. Update from the Chairman regarding sewage in ditch to the rear of the 
recreation ground (21/52d1) 
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A blockage in the sewage works has been cleared.  East Herts have in 
discussion with Clarion, who are responsible for the sewage works, to 
decide if further action is needed. 
2. Update from the Chairman, having consulted Herts PROW, regarding 
the replacing of a stile with a gate in Hitchcocks’ field (land of historical 
interest) (21/52d2) 
East Herts PROW officer will write to the landowner informing them that 
a gate is required. 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
Update from Chairman on dangerously overgrown hedge at Bennils. 
The owner has trimmed the hedge.  This has perhaps not been taken back 
far enough and is still a potential hazard to pedestrians and drivers.  
Action: Cllr Horn will consult the highways department. 

f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
1. Update on current applications 

Greens Farm BESS: The application for Greens Farm battery energy 
storage system facility is still open for comments.  It was noted that 
the Environmental Health Department is not opposing it on the 
grounds of excessive noise.  Their noise level data was disputed.  Cllr 
Horn has recorded decibel levels in the 30s and 40s, which is 
considerably higher than the 19dB background noise.  It was also 
noted that the plan for noise mitigating fencing does not seem to 
cover the north side of the proposed facility, which is where the 
majority of Stocking Pelham lies.  Action: Chairman to find out what 
noise readings Berden have recorded. 
The Oaks: The Parish Council is waiting to hear from District 
Councillor Williamson regarding a possible breach of licence at the 
Oaks Industrial site. 

2. New applications 
 None. 
The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
Update received from the Chairman in Cllr Berthoud’s absence. 

 
21/62  Finance 
  To receive update on current financial position 
  Receipts:  £1,500 – second half of precept 
        £8,000 – playground grant from East Herts 
  Bank balance: £12,474.05   

 
21/63 Councillor Vacancy 

To receive written applications for the office of Parish Councillor and to Co-
opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Hutchins, seconded Cllr Balaam to co-opt 
Tony Southam as a councillor for Stocking Pelham Parish Council.  
Unanimously agreed.  Cllr Southam will be responsible for planning issues. 
 

 



 

3 
 

21/64  Clerk’s notices 
  For information only 
  None 
     
21/65  Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council 
 
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 9 December 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
Meeting finished at 7.30pm 

    
  

 
 
 


