
 

1 
 

Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 
held on 14 January 2021 

Video Conference at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, 
Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
In attendance: Mrs R Berthoud, Parish Clerk 
 

 
 
21/01   Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
  None 
  
21/02  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda 
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
21/03  Minutes 

To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting held on 
17 December 2020 as an accurate record of the proceedings. 
Resolved, that the minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  Unanimously agreed. 

 
21/04  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes)     
  None 
  
21/05  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
The Chairman has been calling on village residents who live alone and 
encouraged other councillors to do so. 

b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
The pre-school will not be returning yet due to Covid exposure and many 
parents already intended to keep children at home.  The hall will not be 
available for hire in the foreseeable future due to Covid restrictions. 
The village hall committee has approved a funding pledge of up to £5,000 
for the playground project. 
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c) Playground – Cllr Balaam, Cllr Brown 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Brown for all the work he has done in putting 
together a grant application to East Herts.  The application is for £8,000 
(the maximum amount available) and will be sent out once Cllr Brown has 
ascertained whether or not planning permission is required.  More 
fundraising initiatives will be considered either through Facebook, a 
platform such as Collection Pot, GoFundMe or other similar organisation 
and there was a suggestion that the children who will be benefitting from 
the playground could do some sponsored activities to raise funds.  East 
Herts Just Giving may have grants available which Cllr Balaam will 
investigate.  Four quotes have been received for the playground project, 
but Cllr Brown will continue investigating more options.   Clearing the site 
will start in the coming months with Cllr Brown assessing what can be 
done by villagers and compiling a list of tasks.  Cllr Balaam suggested a 
rota as due to Covid restrictions volunteer work parties will not be 
allowed.   
Actions: Cllr Brown to compile a list of work to be carried out and a rota. 
Cllr Balaam to contact Just Giving and to organise a strimmer. 

d) Footpaths and Common Land – Cllr Brown 
Nicholas Maddox, East Herts Rights of Way Officer, has recommended 
two bridges on footpath 5.  He also pointed out that footpaths should be 
reinstated within 14 days of ploughing and within a day of hoeing etc.  
This does not always happen in our area and the farmers in question will 
be notified.  Re-routing was suggested but this is a burdensome 
procedure. 
The Hundred Parishes Society want to include walks which would include 
routes in Stocking Pelham on their website and have discovered that 
some footpaths are not marked on footpath maps but can be found on 
ordnance survey maps. 
Cllr Lucas suggested compiling a leaflet of walks in Stocking Pelham.  This 
could include maps and interesting local information.  Cllr Brown pointed 
out that parish councils can get a special license to publish copies of 
maps. 
Action: Cllr Brown to report on best way to show footpaths on the Parish 
Council website (ordnance survey etc.) 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
Speed monitoring has been postponed due to Covid. 

f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
I. Update on current applications 

Activity which is outside the scope of their license is being carried 
out at the Oaks.  Owners of a neighbouring property have 
complained to the Chairman about noise and fires and the fire 
brigade has been called to the premises.  The chairman advised 
neighbours to contact East Herts District Council in the first 
instance.  The Parish Council will investigate once these 
complaints have been made to East Herts. 
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II. New applications 
None 
  

g) The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
Cllr Berthoud has organised a call with interested parties to discuss next 
steps.   

 
21/06  Finance 

a) To approve budget for 2021/22 
As the parish council’s bank balance is £6,676.23 it was decided that 
£4,000 could be ear marked for the playground project.  This amount 
together with the pledge from the village hall committee of £5,000 brings 
the total amount the village could contribute to £9,000.   
It was decided that a ‘Fighting Fund’ of £3,000 be earmarked for the Cock 
Pub. 

b) To determine precept for 2021/22 
Cllr Lucas proposed increasing the precept to £3,000 for the coming year 
to cover the one-time costs of the playground project and other 
earmarked projects whilst maintaining the usual services. 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Hutchins, seconded Cllr Lucas to approve the 
budget and to increase the precept to £3,000 for 2021/22.  Unanimously 
agreed. 

    
21/07  Clerk’s notices 
       
21/08  Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council 
 
Next meeting Thursday 25 February 2021. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 19.40. 

    
  

 
 
 


