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Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 

held on 17 December 2020 
Video Conference at 6.30pm 

 
Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, 
Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
In attendance: Mrs R Berthoud, Parish Clerk 
 

 
20/047  Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 

None 
  
20/048  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda 
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
20/049  Minutes 

To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting held on 
11 November 2020 as an accurate record of the proceedings. 
Resolved that the minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  Unanimously agreed. 

 
20/050  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes) 

None  
 
20/051  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
East Herts is looking to increase the number of electric vehicle charging 
points in the county. There are 60 electric vehicle (EV) charging points in 
East Herts and the aim is to increase this to 100 by 2030.  Communities 
have been asked to assess their need for EV charging.  It was felt that 
Stocking Pelham does not have any need for such charging points 
currently.  Visitors to the village come mainly to visit residents as there 
are no public amenities or businesses trading.  This issue will be 
reconsidered in the future. 

b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
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The village hall committee organised the streaming, on the village 
Facebook page, of the Christmas lights switching on ceremony. No 
spectators were invited due to Covid safety concerns.  Only one resident 
disagreed with the arrangements.  Thank you to Cllr Horn, Bridget 
Hitchcock, the Featherstones and Cllr Hutchins for organising the event. 
The pre-school, which operates in the village hall, closed a week early due 
to Covid exposure. 

c) Playground – Cllr Balaam, Cllr Brown 
I. Clarion (housing association) is ready to get involved with the 

playground project.  Stocking Pelham should demonstrate 
matched funding as well as community involvement.  ENGIE may 
get involved through a regeneration project including landscaping.  
Cllr Brown will investigate the next Community Grant in April. 
Grants from Stansted Airport (Sandra King) are currently 
suspended due to lack of flights.  The grants may be re-instated in 
January 2021. 
Cllrs Brown and Balaam will get a quote from Sovereign Play 
Equipment for equipment that will include a tunnel slide.  This will 
require safety matting due to the height of the slide.  Currently a 
lower slide is under consideration as this can be placed on grass. 
In addition to grant funding the village hall has funds that can be 
made available for this project.  Village residents will be 
encouraged to help through a ‘Volunteer Work Party’ and this will 
be taken into consideration as community involvement and 
matched funding. 
There was a suggestion to include exercise equipment at the 
playground and this could make obtaining funding easier.  Cllr 
Balaam will investigate although it was felt that this could make 
the project too large and complicated. 

II. Cllr Balaam was approached by a resident who wishes to set up a 
village WhatsApp group.  This was considered a good idea not only 
for potential emergency situations but also socially.  This initiative 
will be up to the individual and the parish council will not get 
involved. 

d) Footpaths and Common Land – Cllr Brown 
The broken kissing gate behind Stocking Farm has now been fixed. 
Footpath 7 was blocked by a log which was removed by Cllr and Mrs 
Brown. 
Cllr Lucas noted missing signage on the footpath by Stocking Farm.  Cllr 
Brown will investigate. 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
Cllr Horn advised East Herts of potholes in the Stocking Pelham area.  
Some have been filled in and others rejected ‘given the present 
circumstances’. 
The illuminated sign at the end of the village has been fixed. 
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f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
I. Update on current applications 

3/19/2281/FUL The Oaks – Erection of nine dwelling houses 
The appeal against the refusal of this application has been 
dismissed.  The inspector found that the business run at this 
property is not operating within the scope of its licence with many 
cars present/stored at the site.  Neighbours have expressed 
concern at the nature of the business. 
3/20/0201/SV The Cock Inn – Application to discharge 
obligations contained within a section 106 agreement 
The appeal against the non-determination of application to 
discharge obligations contained within a section 106 agreement 
has been allowed.  The appellant can now sell the house next to 
the pub, which was allowed as an enabling development.  This 
appeal decision does not affect the current planning or asset of 
community value status of the building. 

II. New applications 
None 

g) The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
Nothing new to report. 

 
20/052  Finance 

a) To approve payment  
Recreation ground mower repair bill – P Tuckwell invoice for £961.24 incl. 
VAT  
Resolved proposed Cllr Berthoud seconded Cllr Balaam to approve the above 
payment.  Unanimously agreed. 
b) To note receipt 
Donation from Mr D Bailey - £496.74 
Noted 
The parish council would like to thank Mr Bailey for the generous donation. 
The Clerk suggested that finance should be allocated for the playground.  
Councillors to consider how much may be needed. 

 
20/053  Clerk’s notices 
  For information only 
  Budget and precept to be approved at the next meeting. 
   
     
20/054  Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council 
Next parish council meeting scheduled for Thursday 14 January 2021. 
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Meeting closed at 19:40. 


