
 

 

Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council  
Extraordinary Meeting 
held on 18 March 2021 

Video Conference at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, 
Michael Hutchins (Chairman)  
In attendance: Riikka Berthoud, Parish Clerk, District Cllr Geoff Williamson and Claire Russell 
of Stop Battles Solar Farm 
 

 

 
21/17  Apologies 

To receive and accept apologies for absence  
Cllr Lucas due to prior engagement 

  
21/18  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
21/19  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes)  

Claire Russell, representing Stop Battles Solar Farm, gave an overview of their 
campaign.   

 
21/20  Pelham Spring Solar Farm 
  To decide possible parish council response 

 
The Parish Council is in favour of renewable energy and green initiatives.  
However, siting a solar “factory” on valuable agricultural land is in the parish 
council’s view unacceptable.  The proposed location for Pelham Spring Solar 
Farm (PSSF) in Manuden/Berden has been identified as a good site by Low 
Carbon Group (LCG) due to its proximity to Pelham Substation providing a 
low-cost connection to the electricity network.  Cllr Brown pointed out that a 
better alternative would be power generation at the point of use e.g. solar 
panels on new homes.   Other non-agricultural sites like disused airfields 
should also be favoured.   
 
Stocking Pelham is in a vulnerable position due to the closeness of the 
substation and concern was expressed regarding the proliferation of solar 



 

 

factories in one area.  The prospect that battery storage at the substation 
may have to increase was raised.  This would be unsightly and increase noise 
pollution.   
 
It was noted that Uttlesford district already has greater solar generating 
capacity than most other districts including East Herts, making further 
expansion on prime agricultural land unwarranted.  

 
PSSF is currently at the opinion screening stage, the result of which will 
determine whether there is a need for an environmental impact assessment.  
An impact assessment is desirable because it would require the developer to 
show alternative sites have been considered. Rather than choosing the 
Berden/Manuden location the solar factory could potentially be sited near 
Ugley, which has a substation and areas that have already been taken out of 
agricultural use.   
 
Solar factory proliferation is considered of concern.  There are already over 
one thousand solar factories in England.  Thaxted currently has two solar 
factories with a third planned.  Another solar factory is planned near 
Wickham Hall between Bishop’s Stortford and Little Hadham.  Cllr Williamson 
pointed out that in Great Munden an application had been refused and 
dismissed on appeal.  Claire Russell will find whether there have been other 
refusals and what can be learned from them. 
 
Not only is valuable agricultural land under threat at the PSSF site, several 
historic buildings as well as ancient woodland would be impacted. 
Stocking Pelham residents are not statutory consultees but can nevertheless 
make submissions to Uttlesford DC including emailing individual councillors. 
To provide impactful opposition to the proposed development the parish 
council should consider making a joint submission with other parish councils.  
 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Hutchins, seconded Cllr Berthoud to support Stop 
Battles Solar Farm and oppose the development proposed by LCG.  
Unanimously agreed. 

 


